Conference 2009 Memories

Did you attend the 2009 Triennial Conference?  If not, we missed you.  We hope this issue of The WHEEL will provide an overview of conference events.

More than 150 collegians and alumni assembled in Erlanger, Kentucky on July 16, 2009 to begin the celebration of Delta Omicron’s 100th Anniversary.  The Holiday Inn Cincinnati Airport Hotel and Convention Center proved to be an excellent site and was close to Cincinnati, Ohio, the birth place of the Fraternity.  From July 16 through 19, D.O.s enjoyed fellowship and engaged in the business of the 2009 Triennial Conference.  “Treasures of the Past, Keys to the Future” was the theme of the conference.  During the conference, members looked back at our founding as well as forward to our next 100 years.  

Thursday, July 16

The singing of “The Keynote”  and the Delta Omicron Creed followed the opening gavel at the first Business Session in Kenton Ballroom on Thursday, July 16.  After the introduction of conference personnel, letters of greeting from Mu Phi Epsilon, Phi Mu Alpha, and Sigma Alpha Iota were read.   The conference heard a proclamation celebrating the Fraternity’s anniversary from Ohio Governor Ted Strickland and were delighted to hear that July 16 through 19, 2009 had been declared “Delta Omicron Week-End” by Cincinnati’s Mayor Steve Stockton.  Following roll call of the delegation, the business of the conference proceeded as scheduled.  At the close of the session, delegates assembled for the first Province Meeting with their province presidents.
  International President Jonny H. Ramsey and National Second Vice President Mary Chisholm presided over the Welcome and Alumni Awards Dinner in Boone Ballroom.  Following dinner, the 2008-09 alumni chapter awards were presented.  In addition, Retiring Executive Secretary Julia Hensley Wright was recognized by the Board of Directors for her twelve years of service as Executive Secretary.  The International President presented a plaque for her service and a Delta Omicron filigree lavaliere as a remembrance from the Board.

After dinner, the Alumni Concert in Kenton Ballroom featured sopranos Laurel Seeds and Allanda Small and the Zeta Chi Flute Ensemble (Kathy Durig, Durig, Nancy Harrison, Beth Hartong, Virginia Miller, Margaret Schryver, Hilary Toerner, Carol VanWagoner, Marcia Wood, and Mary Fahrenbruck, Piano).
Friday, July 17
The second day of conference was a very busy one.  It opened with a Song Celebration lead by Conference Song Leader Desiree Baxter, and the second business session followed.  The Song Celebration featured the introduction of the Centennial Edition of The Delta Omicron Song Book, edited by Music Editor Elizabeth Fetters.   

 Friday was a day of education and musical premieres.  Following the business session, delegates and attendees were involved in educational sessions arranged in collegiate and alumni tracks.  Alumni sessions were conducted by National Second Vice President Mary Chisholm.  Collegiate sessions included a session on copyright and technology issues led by Technology Chair Dr. Vicki Stroeher and Alpha Eta Chapter Adviser Nancy McKenney, a session on membership issues conducted by Iota Province President Laura Thuirer and International President Dr. Jonny H. Ramsey, and a session on financial issues by National Treasurer Jennifer Klafeta.  

The Silent Auction opened in the Dearborn Room.  Hundreds of items were displayed for bidding, including a large collection of a variety of lily-of-the-valley dishes and glassware.  The auction was coordinated by Mary Chisholm and Auction Chair Virginia Miller with the assistance of Zeta Chi, Zeta Iota and Zeta Alpha Chapters, Mary Fahrenbruck, Marcia Wood, Linda Wakild, Ann Wade, Lorna Pierce, Phyllis Conrad, Dorothy Rankin, Jenny Dixon, Constance Sanders, and Vicki Stroeher,
The highlight of Friday afternoon was the Premiere Concert in Kenton Ballroom.  The concert featured the premiere of the 2009 Triennial Composition Competition winning selection Dedica for Cello and Piano by Italian composer Michele Negro and of the Foundation’s Thor Johnson Commission Passages for String Quartet by Dr. David Sartor.    Mr. Negro traveled from Italy for the concert and spoke about his composition which was then performed by Cellist Jose DuBon Tovar and Conference Pianist Suzanne Burg.  Dr. Sartor also spoke about Passages, and the Atlantis String Quartet performed the one-movement composition.  
Following the concert a National Patron Induction Ceremony was conducted by the International President, assisted by Judith Eidsen, Triennial Composition Committee Chair, and Dr. Kay Wideman.  Dr. David Sartor was inducted as a National Patron and received a national patron pin, framed certificate, and gift from the Fraternity.

At 6:30 p.m., the Collegiate Dinner was held in the Boone Ballroom with First Vice President Nancy Meyette and WHEEL Editor Janet T. Gross presiding.  The highlight of the dinner was the presentation of collegiate chapter awards for 2008-09 and the announcement of Province President and Chapter Adviser of the Year Awards.
The Collegiate Concert in the Kenton Ballroom followed the dinner. The concert featured Cellist Molly Goforth (Zeta Chapter), Trumpeters Angela Crum and Austin Seybert (Delta Kappa Chapter) accompanied by Nicole McComas, and Bass-Baritone Dale Brumfield (Omicron Sigma Chapter) accompanied by  Conference Pianist Kathy Vail.

Following the concert, delegates meet to complete committee reports and then to relax with a Game Night Mixer in the lobby area of the hotel with a refreshment concession provided by the hotel.

Saturday, July 18
After a good night’s sleep to recuperate from Friday’s busy schedule, the delegates and other attendees looked forward to a more relaxed day.  The second Singing Celebration led by Desiree Baxter featured the premiere of a new Delta Omicron song composed by alumna Perri Schmidt and arranged by National Music Adviser Dr. Robert Lindahl.  The third Business Session featured the election of the 2009-12 Board of Directors, and a majority of the committee reports were presented.

At 10:15 a.m. the attendees boarded buses to travel to the Newport Landing and board The Cincinnati Queen for the much anticipated Riverboat Luncheon and Cruise.  “The Picnic on the Ohio” Cruise featured a buffet luncheon of fried chicken and barbecue with all the traditional side dishes and desserts, all served as the conference delegation traveled down the Ohio River viewing the Cincinnati skyline and surrounding locale.  Following the lunch, members enjoyed visiting with each other on the outside decks, helping to steer the boat under the supervision of the captain, listening to the banjo performer on the main deck, or taking photos of the passing landscape and new or old friends.
Following the three-hour luncheon cruise, all returned to the hotel for the History Presentation.  National Historian Ann Anthony Jones supervised a “fraternity history quiz” with questions and answers provided by selected attendees.  Michelle Worthing presented a PowerPoint presentation featuring pictures and commentary on key parts of Delta Omicron’s history.

After making a last visit to the silent auction, sales room, and exhibits, attendees hurried to their room to change for province pictures and the highlight meal of the conference, the Rose and Gray Banquet.  International President Jonny H. Ramsey assisted by National Treasurer Jennifer Klafeta presented individual national  service awards:
President Ramsey presented certificates to chapter advisers who had served ten years or more: Carol Gramm, Gamma Chi, 10 years; Bruce Cain, Delta Nu, 10 years; Robert Lindahl, Delta Iota, 10 years; Mary Harris, Mu, 13 years; Connie Macon, Omicron Gamma, 14 years; Nancy McKenney, Alpha Eta, 15 years; Linda Strouf, Alpha Chi, 16 years; Amy Gilreath, Omicron Omega, 16 years; Diane Stahl, Alpha Phi, 19 years; Andrea Rosen, Alpha Alpha, 25 years; Sr. Miriam Lenehan, Gamma Iota, 25 years; Sylvia Anderson, Sigma, 29 years; Josephine D’Arpa, Omicron Sigma, 32 years; Betty Campbell, Delta Psi, 33 years; Ann Jones, Alpha Gamma, 41 years.

Certificates for Conference Service were presented to Diane Ruth, Devotional Leader; Ann Droste, Flute Choir Director; Suzanne Burg and Kathy Vail, Conference Accompanists; and Kimberly Martin-Boyd and Tina Davis, Conference Co-Chairs.

Dr. Ramsey presented personal recognitions to Lily Nehmann for her personal contributions to the Summer Scholarships and to Ann Anthony Jones for her continued support of Delta Omicron throughout the 2003-09 triennial period.

The National Star of Delta Omicron, an award for service as a national officer for 6 years, was given to Karen Harris, Kari Carr, Eileen Jahn, Diane Ruth and Lani Yearicks.  The DO Recognition Pin for 12 years of service was given to Desiree Baxter.  The Gold DO for service of 18 years was given to Janet Twentey Gross and Jennifer Klafeta; and an Officer Dangle for more than 18 years of service was given to Laura Thuirer.

The rarely presented WHEEL of Delta Omicron Pin was awarded by the Board of Directors to Michelle Worthing for her many years of service in many capacities to the fraternity.  Alumni Achievement Awards were presented by the 2006 recipient Judith Eidson to Gladys L. Zate and Carol Anne Koehl.  Jennifer Klafeta presented Retiring President Jonny Ramsey with an engraved plaque and gavel for her 6 years of service as International President.
Following the dinner, everyone reassembled in Kenton Ballroom for the Artist Concert.  President Ramsey thanked Dr. Robert Lindahl, Retiring National Music Adviser, for his excellent coordination of the conference concerts and for his years of service on the Board of Directors.  A plaque was presented to Dr. Lindahl. 

Following that presentation, the Monarch Brass (Susan Slaughter and Amy Gilreath, trumpet; Kelly Lynn Daniels, horn; Jeannie Little, trombone; and Velvet Brown, tuba) presented the Artist Concert. The concert featured the premiere of Declaration, an original musical fanfare dedicated to Delta Omicron’s Centennial by composer James Meyer.  Susan Slaughter presented Dr. Ramsey, Dr. Lindahl, and Mr. Meyer with framed copies of the composition, signed by the members of the quintet and the composer.  
Following the concert, a reception in honor of all conference performers and composers was held in the Boone Ballroom.  During the reception, the 100th anniversary of the birth of Delta Omicron was celebrated by the singing of “Happy Birthday” and the cutting of a cake by Jonny Ramsey, current International President; Jennifer Klafeta, International President-Elect; Ann Anthony Jones and Phyllis Conrad, Past International Presidents.

Sunday, July 19
Sunday of Conference 2009 was a time for remembrance, Fraternity ceremony, and rededication for the future.  The day opened with everyone dressed in traditional ceremony attire (white for ladies and white and khaki for gentlemen) at the Lily-of-the-Valley Breakfast.  The breakfast featured the remembrance of Delta Omicron members who had passed during the 2006-09 triennium, with a musical interlude by the volunteer Conference Flute Choir conducted by Ann Droste with solo flutist Sue Swilley.

Following breakfast, the Ecumenical Service was led by  Rev. Nenette Measels, from Carson-Newman College.  The service featured piano prelude and postlude music performed by Conference Pianist Suzanne Burg and a solo by Mezzo-Soprano Desiree Baxter along with audience hymn singing.  The homily stressed the importance of remembering individual persons in our past and rededication to building on that heritage for the future in our individual and collective lives.
The final Business Session began at 11:00 a.m.   Following the completion of business, Retiring International President Jonny H. Ramsey offered her closing remarks and presided over the Installation Ceremony for the 2009-12 Board of Directors, transferring the President’s Badge and the gavel to the new President. The new International President Jennifer Klafeta offered remarks and closed the business session and the 41st National and 17th International Triennial Conference with a final gavel rap.  
Delegates and attendees left the conference, taking with them commitment for Fraternity, chapter, and member success in the future and the Conference Challenge as printed in the Program in their hearts:


Our Conference Challenge





“It is perhaps well that we should at least . . . consider thoughtfully and seriously the real meaning of Delta Omicron, and something of its work and accomplishments.  For after all, the true meaning of an event is lost if there does not come to the minds of those participating in its anniversary a thoughtful consideration not only of the event itself but also of the effect of the event on future history.  I ask you to join me in lifting eyes and hearts to the vision of the future with the determination that Delta Omicron shall continue her forward progress.”





Lorena Creamer McClure �(Founders Day, December 13, 1937, Cincinnati, Ohio)











